University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons
January

2012

1-12-2012

The Daily Gamecock, THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2012
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2012_jan

Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, THURSDAY, JANUARY 12,
2012" (2012). January. 13.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2012_jan/13

This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2012 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in January
by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact digres@mailbox.sc.edu.

dailygamecock.com
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2012

SANTORUM

First in the South

Following a commanding victory by former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt
Romney in the New Hampshire primary Tuesday night, the political spotlight
was thrown right onto South Carolina Wednesday — and it will remain here as
the state prepares for its critical first-in-the-South primary on Jan. 21.
The stakes are particularly high in this race, as it has correctly predicted the
eventual Republican nominee in every election since 1980.
Five of the remaining six Republican candidates held events in and around
Columbia Wednesday; only former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich, who
focused his attention on the Upstate, didn’t visit the city. He’ll visit the State
Capitol at 1:30 p.m. today.
Their campaign stops, which ranged from a large rally for Romney to a
smaller gathering of ardent supporters for Texas Gov. Rick Perry, offered
insight into how each candidate reacted to the New Hampshire primary — and
what South Carolinians have in store in the coming days.

Thad Moore

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

New Ha mpsh ire wasn’t
exact ly fert ile ground for
Pe n n s y l v a n i a S e n . R i c k
Santorum. After riding a surge
in the polls to an effective
tie with Romney in the Iowa
caucuses, the momentum was
his.
But while Iowa is rife with
t he relig ious and socially
conservative voters that he
at t ract s, New Hampsh ire
was not — and he earned just
9.4 percent of the vote,
effectively tying Newt
“We won’t have the
Gingrich for a fourthmost money in this race, place finish, according to
the state’s Department of
State.
so we have to have the
Wit h his at tent ion
most passion.”
now focused on South
Carolina, Santorum is
back in his home territory. The
senator spoke to the need to protect traditional values to an audience of about
300, who were alternately energetic and attentive on Wednesday evening.
“At the heart of American exceptionalism are these words, and you’ve heard
them,” he said. “We hold these truths to be self-evident ... that all men are
created equal and endowed by,” pausing to let his audience fill in the gap: “their
Creator.”
SANTORUM•2
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CANDIDATES
COME TO
COLUMBIA

ROMNEY

PAUL

Colin Campbell

Kathryn Kranjc
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D e s pit e t he mor n i n g
downpour, Texas Rep. Ron
Paul had reason to smile
as he landed in Columbia
Wednesday.
Accompanied by his family,
the libertarian presidential
ca nd idate stepped out
before a group of nearly 200
supporters with a confident
swagger left over from his
capt u re of second place
behind former Massachusetts
Gov. Mitt Romney in the
New Hampshire primary
Tuesday night . It was a
significant moment in a
“We’re not so
political performance that
much a minority has so far challenged media
skepticism and opponents
anymore.”
who have labeled h im
“unelectable.”
“We’re not so much a minority anymore; the numbers are growing, and we’re
going to grow continuously here in South Carolina,” Paul told the energetic
crowd gathered to welcome him by the Columbia Metropolitan Airport.
Addressing media references to the most recent South Carolina polls, which
put him in fourth place with just 9 percent of the vote, he continued in that
hopeful tone, even though that represents less than half of the percentage he
earned in New Hampshire.
“Well, they haven’t done a poll since last night,” he said with
PAUL•2
a grin.
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Though the f irst-in-theSout h Republican primar y
isn’t until next Saturday, Mitt
Romney is campaigning like
he’s got the nomination in the
bag.
A nd he’s got good reason
to: The former Massachusetts
governor has won in both Iowa
and New Hampshire, leads in
the polls and if he takes South
Carolina, he’ll be the f irst
candidate ever to sweep all
three.
Joined by Gov. Nikki
Haley and State Treasurer
“The president wants
Curtis Loftis , Romney
a me t o T he H a l l at
to transform America; I cSenate’s
End Wednesday
night to a packed house.
want to restore America.” Haley introduced Romney
by listing the reasons she
endorsed him — namely
his business background and his plans for government reform. She took a
veiled shot at other GOP candidates who criticized Romney’s Bain Capital
venture, saying it bothers her when Republicans “talk like Democrats.”
But when she fi nally handed the microphone to Romney, as supporters
chanted “Mitt! Mitt! Mitt!” he attacked only one person: President Barack
Obama. Romney systematically addressed Obama’s policies — international
and domestic — and outlined his alternative platform.
Using the lyrics to “America the Beautiful” to frame
ROMNEY•2
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Tuesday was not R ick
Perry’s day.
The Texas governor opted
to skip New Hampshire’s
pr i ma r ies fol low i ng a
lackluster performance in
the Iowa caucuses last week.
Instead, he went all-in in
South Carolina.
But Ne w H a mp s h i re
responded w it h a ster n
rebuke, as he won just seventenths of a percent of the
vote there, placing sixth
in the contest . The next
closest competitors, former
Speaker of the House Newt
and Pennsylvania
“South Carolina Gingrich
Sen. Rick Santorum, both
more than 9 percent
picks presidents.” earned
of the vote.
Such was the
environment during the
governor’s visit to Doc’s Barbecue on Shop Road, where he spoke to a group
of supporters and strove to downplay a second set of disappointing returns.
“Let me tell you, New Hampshire and Iowa are wonderful places. They
are a place that you go, I guess, to practice your campaign speech,” he said,
to chuckles from the crowd, “but they winnow the candidates down. South
Carolina picks presidents.”
Unlike New Hampshire, though, South Carolina is rife with PERRY•2
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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W hen Republican
Candidate Jon Huntsman
v isited t he Darla Moore
School of Business for his
town hall Wednesday, he got
right down to business.
Huntsman directed his
speech toward the audience
t hat most ly consisted of
university students — some of
whom had traveled together
w it h c l a s s e s t o s e e t he
candidate.
“We are about to hand
down the greatest nation
t hat ever was — The
United States of America
“I’m an optimist;
— to you: t he nex t
otherwise I wouldn’t generation,” Huntsman
Huntsman described
be standing here.” said.
the generation as “less
good, less competitive,
less productive, more divided and more saddled with debt, than any other
recent generation.”
Standing in the business school’s Hall of Fame, Huntsman discussed the
trillion-dollar deficit in the country’s budget. And then he discussed a second
deficit in America he argued was equally worrisome — the “trust deficit.”
The country, Huntsman said, no longer trusts its institutions of power or its
elected officials.
“How pathetic is this?” Huntsman asked. “A country that HUNTSMAN•2
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The Mix Tape

SC GOP Primary

Remembrance

Check out the five
upcoming local
theatrical productions
we’re think about this
week.

Assistant viewpoints
editor Kevin Burke
says Mitt Romney
can secure the nomination in SC.

USC offensive lineman Terrence Campbell pays tribute to his
fallen friends, including Kenny McKinley.

See page 5

See page 4

See page 8
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Benjamin: Job market, public transit improve
Mayor hopes unemployment
decrease retains students
Cassie Cope

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Columbia City Mayor Steve Benjamin
boasted of the 8,547 people who went
back to work in the state’s capital during
the State of the City Address Wednesday
night.
Benjamin addressed a f ull Coble
Ballroom at the Columbia Metropolitan
Convent ion Center , h igh l ight i ng
successes from the past year and plans
for 2012, focusing on the city’s growth.
Currently, there are 9,000 jobs open
and available in the city, according to
Benjamin.
Benjam in hopes t he 1.4 percent
decrease in unemployment in the city
and the recovering job market will affect

ROMNEY • Cont. from 1
h is speech, Rom ney
emphasized cut t ing
spending, creating jobs
and reforming the federal
government.
He pointed to some
young children in t he
front when addressing the
deficit, and said the debt
will be theirs to deal with
if spending isn’t cut.
Other talking points
i ncluded encou rag i ng
business by mak ing
ta x rates compet it ive,
utilizing America’s energy
resources, strengthening
the military, creating jobs
and taking hard lines in
internat ional dealings
with countries like China
and Iran.
But t hroughout, his
s p ee c h emph a s i z ed a
return to an earlier time
— a restoration of “the
principles that made us
the most powerful nation
on Earth.”
“W hen the founders

Columbia’s retention of USC graduates.
“The most important way that we can
retain our young bright talent coming
from the universities here, particularly
USC, is to make sure we have great
jobs waiting for them,” Benjamin said.
“We’re going to work on having a great
arts community, cultural endeavors and
restaurants and the like. But if we don’t
have jobs for people, it’s going to be
difficult to retain and be competitive
with Atlanta, D.C., Charlotte and other
places.”
Nelson Weston, a fourth-year political
science student, is a former Mayor’s
Fellows intern and described the speech
as “phenomenal” and “energizing.”
“Everyone wants a job,” Weston said.
“Although everyone will acknowledge
the economy is still somewhat weak
nationwide and statewide, the speech
itself, along with the details he outlined,
shows the economy is improving and

wrote the Declaration
of Independence, they
sa id t hat t he Creator
had endowed u s w it h
cer tain u nalienable
rights,” Rom ney said.
“ G o v e r n m e nt h a d n’t
endowed us, the Creator
had — of ‘Life, Liberty
a nd t he pu rsu it of
Happiness,’ ... the right
we have in this country
to pursue our lives, our
dreams, as we wish.”
Those principles,
Romney argued, are what
America was built on. By
employing those ideals
in government and the
marketplace, he said, the
United States became “an
opportunity nation, the
place everyone wanted to
come.”
Romney said to
o v e r c o m e t o d a y ’s
problems, it needs to
return to those original
ideals.
“We need to call on the
great spirit of America and

get government where it
belong s — sma l l a nd
behind us,” Romney said
to raucous applause.
A n d a s h e ’d d o n e
all n ight, rat her t ha n
distinguish his campaign
f rom t he ot her G OP
candidates’, ask for votes
or even claim he deserves
the nomination, Romney
focused his sights on the
president.
“ He’s g ot t o g o ...
T he p r e s ide nt w a nt s
to transform America,”
Rom ney said. “I want
t o r e s t or e A mer ic a .”
He attributed the nation’s
problems “to the failure of
one man” — Obama.
A n d , i n R o m n e y ’s
m i nd, t hat ’s h is on ly
competition.
HUNTSMAN • Cont. from 1
was founded on t r ust,
that no longer trusts its
inst it ut ions of power?
How did we get to this

there is hope in the job market.”
Benjamin also praised Columbia’s bus
system and said he has plans to integrate
public transportation with the university.
Benjamin said the financial commitment
to support public transportation in
the city raised from $1 million to $4
million a year, despite a failed penny tax
referendum in 2010.
“CMRTA has clean and clear financial
records, a new restructured board of
directors that, for the first time, brings
the entire business community, and
important regional goals, like [bringing]
the University of South Carolina to the
leadership table.”
Benjamin wants to align Columbia
with systems like Syracuse University
a nd T he Un iver sit y of Nebr a sk a
Lincoln. He said student riders are an
integral part to help get greater federal
funding. USC Associate Vice President
of Transportation Derrick Huggins

point?”
Among the solutions to
the trust deficit Huntsman
suggested on Wednesday:
implementing term limits
for Congress, using the
bully pulpit to combat
what he called a pattern of
incumbency and closing
the revolving door that
allows former members
of Congress to become
lobbyists.
“Cron ie Capit a l ism
prevails on Capitol Hill,
and we’re doing nothing
about it,” he said.
But Hu nt sm a n, t he
for mer ambassador to
China, called on his global
perspective to assert that
America is still the envy of
the world.
“ We h a v e e v e r y
attribute that any country
would ever want to succeed
in life,” Huntsman said.
After all, Huntsman,
who has stayed in the race
after skipping the Iowa
caucuses and a middling
p e r f or m a nc e i n Ne w
Hampshire, knows a thing
or two about keeping his
chin up.
“I am optimistic, or I
wouldn’t be standing here
in front of you,” he said.
SANTORUM • Cont. from 1
Such was the tone at
t he Springdale House
a nd G a rdens i n West
Columbia, where
Santor um af fected
t he rousi ng tone of a
preacher and encouraged
h is budd i ng but loyal
grassroots following.
“If you leave here and
say that you’re going to
vote for me, and that’s all,
we’re not going to win,”
he said, wrapping up the
town hall-style meeting.
“I’m asking for ten days to
strike a blow for freedom.
Don’t let America down.”
S a nt o r u m c a s t t h e

was added to the CMRTA Board, and
Benjamin said Huggins has helped
transform the system.
T he m a y or a l s o d i s c u s s e d t he
revitalization of Main Street with changes
like the opening of the Mast General
Store and the New Year’s Eve celebration
which leveraged $15,000 in public funds
and raised nearly $200,000 in private
donations. Benjamin also said the city
put 39 new police cars on the streets this
year and reduced crime in Five Points by
15 percent.
Two council members are retiring
from city council at the end of the year:
Daniel Rickenmann and Belinda Gergel,
who Benjamin referred to as the council’s
“honey badger.”
“ We a re a cit y on t he verge of
greatness,” Benjamin said. “We are a city
eager for tomorrow.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

f irst stone in st rik ing
t h at blow, e s p e c i a l l y
focusing on President
Obama and his health care
reform legislation that he
described as “the central
freedom issue in this race.”
For t he mo s t p a r t ,
he sh ied away f rom
taking shots at the other
candidates, other than
l ight l y vei le d jab s at
Rom ney, refer r i ng to
him somewhat snidely,
“someone who can appeal
to moderates ... someone
who the establishment is
all behind.”
That broke dow n,
t hough, late in t he
event, when a frustrated
Sa ntor u m add ressed
specu lat ion t hat he
might not perform well
i n a genera l elect ion,
attacking his opponents’
electability and implicitly
ack nowledging that he
faces an uphill battle in
the coming days.
“ He’s t he mo s t
elect able? Says who?”
he a sked of Rom ne y.
“Where’s he ever proven
that?”
Accordingly, Santorum
called on his base to rally
around him and offer him
their support.
“A l l t h e o t h e r
candidates in this race will
tell you they need your
help. They’re lying. I need
your help,” he said, later
adding: “We won’t have
the most money in this
race, so we have to have
the most passion.”
PAUL • Cont. from 1
The self-proclaimed
const it ut ionalist went
on to issue promises of
restrained government ,
a free market and fiscally
c o n s e r v at i v e r e f or m ,
including nonintervention
i n foreig n pol ic y a nd
an audit of the Federal

JANUARY 12-22

11 days of hot deals at your
favorite restaurants.

restaurantweekcolumbia.com

Reserve.
“What we want to do
is reverse the trend of this
country, and not just over
the past few years; it’s a
reversal of nearly 100
years,” Paul said. “This
tendency for the federal
government to take care of
us from cradle to grave —
whether it’s education or
medical care or whatever
— doesn’t work.”
It was a message wellreceived by supporters at
the event, ranging from
families to professionals
on t heir lu nch brea k ,
many carr y ing sig ns
bearing Ron Paul’s name
underscored by the slogan
“Restore America Now.”
Grassroots Coordinator
Nicole Quinn , a native
of Lancaster, Pa., said
she was kept up all night
Tuesday by an influx of
text messages and emails
from people wanting in
on the campaign after the
announcement of the New
Hampshire results.
“Last night he proved
that he’s received clear
support from independents
and moderates,” Quinn
said. “People are more
hopeful now.”
PERRY • Cont. from 1
socially conservative and
traditional “family values”
voters, a characteristic
Perr y played to in his
stump speech.
Sp ea k i ng ab out h is
upbringing in rural Texas,
he said: “Those were the
three things that were
kind of central in my life:
school and church and Boy
Scouts ... I understood that
those values of faith and
family and freedom ... paid
great dividends,” adding
that “all of those values
are ref lected in Sout h
Carolina.”
I n an at tempt to
distinguish himself from
the rest of the field and
appeal to the Palmetto
State’s voters, Perry also
worked to cast himself
as an outsider and fiscal
conservative.
“I’ll talk about [the other
candidates] en masse. I’m
the outsider,” he said. “I
have never worked on an
administration. I’ve never
been on Wa l l St reet .
I’ve never been a part
Congress. I’ve never been
associated with what I
consider to be this corrupt
rel at ion s h ip b et ween
Washing ton and Wall
Street.”
The success of t hat
message in propelling
Perry’s last-ditch effort
here is uncertain; a poll
c o nd u c t e d b y P u b l ic
Policy Polling released
on Sat u rday put s t he
candidate at fifth place in
the state with 5 percent of
respondents.
But for now, Per r y
i s b a n k i n g o n S out h
Carolina to make his day.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Columbia trending up,
still needs character
Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin gave
his State of the City Address Wednesday
night, and gave us some intriguing and
inspiring stat ist ics for t he f ut u re of
the city USC is so integrally a part of.
Notably, there are 9,000 jobs waiting to
be fi lled within the city limits.
A l s o
highlighted
“Beyond the
ere plans
image of being w
to further
home to USC
i nt e g r at e t h e
USC Columbia
and the state
capital, college cm oar em t ipg hut l ys
students simply w i t h m a s s
transportation,
don’t see
as well as
Columbia as a
reduced crime
place they’d like r a t e s i n t h e
cit y. A nd yet ,
to end up.”
while we surely
applaud the
mayor for his success is aiming Columbia
in the right direction, we can’t help but
feel none of it will truly make Columbia
a shining beacon of what a Southern city
should be.
T he rea l is s ue is t h at t he c it y of
Columbia lacks a true identity. Beyond
the image of being home to USC and the
state capital, college students simply don’t
see Columbia as a place they’d like to end
up. That’s something no statistic or data
point can show you — it’s an intangible
quality a city earns.
It’s great t hat t here are 9,000 jobs
currently vacant, but a job isn’t enough
to keep talent in Columbia. For every job
here in Columbia, it’s hard not to think
that Atlanta and Charlotte don’t have a
job or two each to match it.
Colu mbia needs cha r ac ter, a nd it
needs it more t ha n a not her stat ist ic
or improvement in crime. Don’t get
us wrong; those are certainly issues to
continue to improve on. But, “Famously
Hot” isn’t going to bring talent to the
city we cherish in and around our great
university.

Romney could seal nomination in SC
Top candidate rides
momentum into state
A f ter seei ng t he re s u lt s f rom
New Hampshire, the landscape for
the Republican presidential nominee
appears clearer than ever. Mitt Romney
ran away with the primary with nearly
40 percent of the vote, roughly 17
percent more than the second-place
fi nisher Ron Paul. With back-to-back
wins as the candidates made their way
to South Carolina Wednesday, it’s now
Romney’s race to lose.
Romney won consecutive primaries
in Iowa and New
Hampsh ire , t he f irst
t ime a ca ndidate has
done so without being
an incumbent. So
as Sout h Carolina,
t h e t h i r d p r i m a r y,
becomes inundated with
Kevin
political sound clips and
Burke
commercials, Romney
Fourth-year
could very well seal the
finance student
nomination with a solid
win.
The real fight will be for second place
and for the vice presidential slot on the
ticket. Paul came in second in New
Hampshire, 6 percent ahead of thirdplace candidate Jon Huntsman. While
Paul has some serious momentum
behind him, he simply doesn’t seem like
vice presidential material.
Newt Gingrich plummeted in the
polls when he went on the offensive
against Romney, pushing him down to a
fourth-place finish in New Hampshire.
So, it begs the question as to whether
the same thing will happen with Paul.
The issue is that attacking Romney’s
record as a businessman echoes similar
taglines commonly used by Democrats.

As a Republican, having your message
conf used w it h or paralleling t he
Democratic response certainly isn’t a
winning strategy.
So how can Paul make up the 17
percent gap between him and Romney?
I don’t see a way, without imploding
in on himself. Romney has something
Paul lacks, and that’s the electability
factor.
The Republican ticket will have to
appeal to independents in order to have
a shot at the general election, and Ron
Paul isn’t that guy. He doesn’t appeal
to compromise and common ground.
While his hard-line stances appeal to
tea party–esque Republicans , more
moderates tend to roll their eyes when
hearing his name.
Assuming Romney doesn’t gaffe
while in South Carolina, and Paul goes
on offense, where does that leave the
New Hampshire third-place finisher
Jon Huntsman? In a perfect place to
win — second place that is.
As Huntsman makes his way through
South Carolina, his message needs to
be one of conservative values with a will
to compromise and work with others.
We heard just that when he appeared
on campus Wednesday afternoon. If
Huntsman can position himself as not
the anti-Romney but the complement
to him, it’ll be hard for delegates at the
Republican National Convention to
look anywhere other than Huntsman as
the ideal Republican to join Romney on
the ticket.
The fact of the matter is, at the end
of the day, the electoral map will dictate
who makes the ticket. Whoever gives
Republicans the best shot at winning
the Electoral College over President
Barack Obama will be the answer.
Right now, that answer appears to be
Romney–Huntsman.

Like you r cont racept ives?
Better speak up before H.3408
passes. We, like Mat Slaughter,
agree that birth control should be
available for all who want to use it.
South Carolina suffers the
consequences of birth control
not being available and affordable
to all young people each year
by losing out a reported $197
million yearly to support births
to young mothers, according
to the grassroots organization
Tel l T hem SC .org . T he lo s t
r e ve nue c ou ld b e s p e nt o n
improving our school systems and
reducing the homeless crisis, but
instead we allow pharmacists to
deny customers access to birth
control they deem unworthy.
South Carolina House Bill
3408, the “Refusal of Care” bill,
if passed, would allow anyone
working in a health care setting
to refuse care to a patient based
on their personal beliefs. The
language of this bill is so broad
that it allows denial of services for
any reason — even prejudice.
The bill would intensify our
current struggles with young
people tr ying to get ser vices
and contraceptives. Even in lifethreatening situations, a health
care provider could deny services
to a person in need. We do not
need a presidential candidate to
allow us to ban birth control.
Some might not see this as an
issue, but general care in hospitals
could certainly slow down if
nurses or doctors were given the
choice to push patients off onto
some other staff member.
You can demand that the state
legislators back down by filling
the room with the Students with a
Responsible Message (SWARM)
organization while they discuss
the bill in subcommittee in just a
couple of weeks.
To be notified of the meeting
and to receive information about
SWARM, contact the co-founders
at soswarm@mailbox.sc.edu.
— Marc Aaron Guest, fourth-year
anthropology student, and Sarah
Durussel-Weston, public health
graduate student

NCAA should adopt NFL overtime rules
Professional football tiebreaker model
proves more exciting for fans
When was the last time the University of South
Carolina football team participated in an overtime
game? It was October 27, 2007, a 27-24 loss to the
Tennessee Volunteers . Since then, USC has not
been forced to participate in the poorly arranged
extra period k nown as NCA A F overtime . The
tiebreaker in college football is atrocious, and reform
is necessary.
Let’s define quickly what the point of overtime is.
After a game where two teams come out and perform
equally for more than 60 minutes, a victor must be
determined. It’s not logical to play one game for 60
minutes and then start over to determine the victor
with different rules, but that’s what we see in college
football. An extra-allotted time should be put into
place that most closely mirrors that game to allow
one of the teams to separate themselves as the winner.
When looking at overtime rules in professional

sports in the U.S., including baseball, basketball,
soccer and the NFL, there is a strong attempt
to continue the actual rules and process of the
game into overtime. The NHL and MLS must use
shootouts to speed up the game, but
they use an overtime period before
going that route. College football
prefers to jump right into an overtime
s y s t e m t h at c h a n g e s t he g a me
completely. It’s worse than penalty
kicks and shootouts.
I n 19 9 6 , t h e N C A A R u l e s
Doug
Committee
decided to change the
Remington
rules to something resembling the
Fourth-year
marketing
current overtime system. If you believe
student
for any reason this is an intelligent
group of individuals, understand ties
were still permitted in college football before the
1996 season.
Allowing ties would actually be a better system
than the current overtime arrangement. At least that
says the teams competed equally and will be credited

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

as such. Changing the system and rewarding a
potentially undeserving team a win is what’s actually
happening.
Currently, overtime removes much of special teams
from the game with no punting, returns or battle for
field position. Each are invaluable staples in football.
We have a system where strong red zone offenses
and defenses thrive. Teams built to play football
with strong special teams and big play receivers are
disadvantaged.
Fortunately for the NCAA Reform Committee,
reform is simple because a perfect template exists.
A system comparable to the NFL playoff system
should be adopted. It begins like an actual football
game with a kickoff, where each team is guaranteed
a possession unless the receiving team scores a
touchdown immediately. Imagine that: a system
that requires special teams and field position battles
the length of the field. A system set up for big plays
including an 80-yard walk-off touchdown pass from
Tim Tebow. NCAA: That’s excitement — not your
broken, poorly constructed system.

About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The
Daily Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the
University of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Columbia’s spring
theater productions
Kristyn Winch

KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Jan. 25-26

Broadway may be, physically, very far away from
Columbia, but that doesn’t mean local audiences
don’t have the opportunity to see innovative theater
right here in the community. The city’s favorite
theaters, complete with local casts, are keeping
Columbia’s production calendar packed this spring
with everything from the classic “Romeo and Juliet”
to rock musical “Passing Strange.” Here is a glance
at some of the upcoming shows we’re excited about
this season.

“Monty Python’s Spamalot”
Koger Center for the Arts
www.broadwayincolumbia.com/season/2011/spamalot/
Courtesy of MCT Campus

March 9-24

Jan. 27-28

Although “Spamalot” finished its Broadway run in late
2009, the musical “lovingly’ ripped off” from the film
“Romeo and Juliet”
“Monty Python and the Holy Grail” (1974) is still entertaining
USC’s Lab Theatre
audiences across the country with a national touring
www.cas.sc.edu/THEA/2012/r&j.html
production. Winner of the 2005 Tony Award for Best
Musical, “Spamalot” includes memorable songs such as
Courtesy of USC’s Lab Theatre
“The Song That Goes Like This” and “Always Look on the
Bright Side of Life.” Theater and film fans alike will enjoy this USC’s Lab Theatre is bringing back its recent production
comical show. Tickets are on sale now at capitoltickets. of “Romeo and Juliet” by popular demand. The show ran
com — between $51 and $56 for Grand Tier seating — or in November 2011 and sold out several performances.
in person at the Koger Center.
The classic Shakespearean love tragedy is given a modern
treatment with punk-inspired costumes and rock music.
While the deaths of the title characters are revealed at the
beginning of the production, similar to the traditional play,
the Lab’s production has Friar Laurence narrate the story.
“Romeo and Juliet” is only back for three performances.
Tickets are $5 and available at the door. Showing up early
is advised.

“Alfred Hitchcock’s The 39 Steps”
Town Theatre
www.towntheatre.com/shows/season.html
Courtesy of sfcitizen,com

May 11–26

“Andrew Lippa’s Wild Party”
Workshop Theatre
www.workshoptheatre.com/season.html

Vaudeville performers lived quite unusual lives off stage,
and “Andrew Lippa’s Wild Party” gives audiences a look
at the tragic romance between an alcoholic clown and a
much-adored showgirl, as well as the events that ensue
when the two throw a wild party at their apartment. The
show is based on a 1928 narrative poem of the same
name and a 2004 off-Broadway production that featured
well-known stars including Taye Diggs, Idina Menzel and
Brian d’Arcy James. To find out how the party ends,
check out Workshop Theatre’s production this May.

March 23 –
April 14

Imagine a show in which four actors portray 150 characters.
“Alfred Hitchcock’s The 39 Steps” is cast in this manner, and
the results are hilarious. The show, which ran on Broadway
from 2008 to 2010, is a spoof of Hitchcock thrillers and is based
on the film of the same name. Mystery, murder, adventure and
love all factor into the story and Hitchcock fans will be tickled by
the use of music and references from many of his popular films.

“Passing Strange”
Trustus Theatre
www.trustus.org/mainstage.phpl

Courtesy of Trustus Theatre

If an existential rock musical sounds like your type
of show, check out Trustus Theatre’s production of
“Passing Strange” this spring. The show’s plot follows
a young African-American artist as he travels across
Europe on a journey of self-discovery. “Passing Strange”
was written by musician Stew who also played the
Narrator in the original Broadway production. The musical
caught director Spike Lee’s attention, and he filmed the
production live (the documentary is now available on
DVD). It will be interesting to see local actors give life to
this recent work.
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Athens band blends jazz, metal
Sumilan brings eclectic mix
of genres to Rolling Stone Bar
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The city of Athens, Ga., has always been a melting
pot of personality: mixing up a blend of the historical
and the modern along with equal parts lively and
studious.
Although Athens may be most famous as the home of
both the University of Georgia and Bulldogs football,
played “Between the Hedges” at Sanford Stadium,
the city has also played host to a budding music scene
since the 1970s, exploding with big-name talents like
the B-52s, R.E.M. and Widespread Panic. And now,
there’s one more name to add to that list: Sumilan.
“We really met out of necessity,” guitarist JT Toro
said. “I feel like most bands meet over a common
interest of genre; however, we didn’t ever really discuss
what we all liked. But as we progressed through the
years, we felt that we were making some unique music
that we all enjoy playing.”
When lead vocalist and guitarist Harris Culley
joined forces with classmate (and current keyboardist)
Alex Stokes in high school, the two began playing
together in various cover bands before the Sumilan
seed began to take root.
Over the years, Toro , bassist Mark Dykes and
drummer Sam Whitfield stepped onto the scene, and
the Sumilan lineup was complete.
Although each member comes from a diverse array
of musical backgrounds, styles and methods, these
differences eventually fused together to breed the
sound Sumilan takes on the road today. Sure, they
draw upon some aspects that may seem opposing —
tossing in bits of metal with a little jazz, dropping the
funk on some classic rock ‘n’ roll — but perhaps most
surprising of all is the fact that it all seems to work.
“Developing our sound in the early stages was
probably the most difficult thing we’ve dealt with so
far,” Culley said. “It was hard to find the right members
who were all equally committed to developing a
common vision. And we also had to learn to put
ourselves in live-playing situations that are going
to give us not only the most exposure, but the best
exposure.”
“We all knew that each of us would bring a certain
enthusiasm and work ethic that would further better
the band,” Dykes said.
These days, Sumilan is taking its progressive, jam
rock on tour, hitting up venues both inside and outside
of Georgia, including a stop here in Columbia at the
Rolling Stone Bar.

Courtesy of Sumilan

The Georgia natives of Sumilan bring together each member’s musical favorites to create the band’s signature sound.
“We prefer to play anywhere that can give us the
most exposure to people that we think will be receptive
to our music,” Whitfield said.
“And at any venue where the sound guy isn’t just
completely miserable,” Culley said. “Personally, I
always like playing inside better, where it feels like the
audience is there just to hear the music. Sumilan has a
good onstage sound, and we’re confident that it sounds
great to the audience.”
When it comes to drawing out inspiration for new
cuts, the band’s influences are almost as distinct as
its sound, with each member contributing a musical
favorite that can often be a stone’s throw or even
light-years away from another member’s most revered
idol. While Dykes cites jazz icon Jaco Pastorius and
Grateful Dead legend Phil Lesh among his favorite
musicians, Whitfield describes Umphrey’s McGee
drummer Kris Myers and jack-of-all-trades producer
and drummer Adam Deitch as his leading forces.
“Everyone has a different avenue for inspiration;
however, we form that from what we’ve learned and
build on it from live performances and individual
creativity,” said Stokes, who names pianist George
Winston and The New Deal keyboardist Jamie Shields
as those who motivated him in the pursuit of music.
“We want to draw in the biggest possible audience,”
Whitfield said, “and play to anyone who can enjoy our
type of music.”

Trying to house all of the creativity and distinct
stylings in one room to produce a single, solid track
may seem an impossible task to many up-and-coming
artists, but the members of Sumilan choose to embrace
the diversity instead of fear it.
From the smallest chord to a complete set of lyrics,
Sumilan consistently pulls together as a group to
produce edgy sounds that can attract every type of
audience. Each member provides his own trademark to
each song, and that signature is just as visible at the end
of the songwriting process as it was at the beginning.
“The songwriting process comes from all angles.
We always get together as a group,” Toro said.
“Sometimes, someone will come to practice with a
whole song written; other times it’s just a riff or a chord
progression that can spark a whole song.”
A lthough Stokes says the band certainly has
aspirations for worldwide Sumilan jam sessions, for
now the band members are simply enjoying the ride,
keeping their sound afloat and just doing what they
love most.
“So far, it’s been a lot of hard work,” Dykes said. “But
it’s also been a lot of fun, and even unpredictable.”
Sumilan will be playing at The Rolling Stone Bar
Saturday night.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Three new series add drama, music to networks
Fox, NBC introduce shows based on
hit plots, characters for spring season
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

1. “Alcatraz” (Fox)
From creator J.J. Abrams (“Lost,” “Fringe”), “Alcatraz” stars Sarah Jones and
“Lost’s” Jorge Garcia as Detective Rebecca Madsen and Dr. Diego Soto in a
serialized tale about a group of Alcatraz prisoners and guards who vanished 30 years
ago and resurfaced in the present. With a man experienced in transferring people
on and off and mystical island behind this project, “Alcatraz” may very well be the
next “Lost,” showing potential with a story of possible time travel and government
conspiracies. The series premieres Jan. 16 at 8 p.m. on Fox.

2. “Smash” (NBC)

Courtesy of poptower.com

NBC hopes to get on board with the success of Fox’s musical hit “Glee”
and, judging by the title, its new musical drama is expected to be a smash
hit. Produced by Steven Spielberg, “Smash” stars Debra Messing, Anjelica
Huston and former “American Idol” contestant Katherine McPhee under
the set of the high stakes lights of Broadway as a group of producers,
lyricists and actors try to put on a show about Marilyn Monroe. The show
will feature original songs from Tony-winning composers Scott Wittman
and Marc Shaiman (“Hairspray”) as well as Uma Thurman as a guest. It
premieres Feb. 6 at 10 p.m.
Courtesy of fanpop.com

Courtesy of poptower.com

3. “Touch” (Fox)
Tim Kring, the creator of “Heroes,” casts Keifer Sutherland (“24”) as
the father of an autistic and mute boy who predicts horrible future events
by communicating through numbers. The show already looks a lot like
“Mercury Rising” (1998) meets “Knowing” (2009), and it will no doubt
bring in the viewers with Sutherland once again racing against time to save
the world in his return to television. The show will premiere March 19 at 9
p.m. on Fox, and a special preview will air Jan. 25 at 9 p.m.
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OPPORTUNITIES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

XS Nightlife is current hiring
attractive go go dancers,
bartenders, shotgirls, waitstaff and
security. Get insider access to XS
and be the envy of your friends!
Apply in person, weeknights from
5-7 pm, 700B Gervais Street.
EOE.

SERVERS AND HOSTS
Miyo’s and M. restaurant
group are looking for motivated,
energetic individuals to join
our front house staff to provide
excellent service to our guests.
Good GPA, open availability
are required. Friendly working
environment, great income &
flexible hours.
Please submit your application to:
www. miyos.com.
Email mw@miyos.com

HOUSING
1 BR, 1BA upstairs garage apt,
quiet location. USC 1 mile. $400/
month + $400 deposit, includes
water. 1-yr lease. NO PETS!(803)
622-6663 patredmond@sc.rr.com
One BR For Sublease
Looking for someone to sublease
my room in my house at 301 S.
Edisto Avenue. The location is
awesome as it is within a 5 minute
drive of 5 points, campus and
the stadium. Rent is only 350 and
utilities are never more then 100
so it’s relatively cheap and the
roommates are cool and down
to earth. If your interested let me
know by email at menzies@email.
sc.edu or by phone at 704 579
1812
Email menzies@email.sc.edu

EMPLOYMENT
Excellent Opportunity
Busy Allergist office seeks bright,
hardworking, ethical students
to work full or part-time for a
year and a half. We have both
clinical and business positions
available. Excellent opportunity
for those interested in applying
to medical and/or graduate
school. We can provide hands-on
clinical experience. Only those
with excellent academic records
(GPA of 3.6 or higher) and great
references need apply. Email
resume with dates available to
begin work to:
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net
Email
guy@physicianservicessc.com
Webpage designer
I need somebody to design a
webpage, and is able to do it
with or without a web template.
I also need this person to design
adds and put them in a PDF
format. An added plus is if you
have experience in photography.
Contact Mark at 530-1543
Email megasc@aol.com

Telecounseling Positions Available
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
undergraduate students to assist
with recruitment this year by
calling prospective students,
admitted students and their
parents. Applicants should
possess strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for USC, good
work ethic, professionalism, and
basic computer and telephone
skills. Students are required to
work a minimum of two nights per
week during the hours of 5:00 to
9:00 pm Monday through Thursday
throughout the school year,
except on University holidays.
Telecounseling pays $7.50/hr, and
training begins on Monday January
30th. Applications are available
in the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College.
Application deadline: January 20th
at 5:00 pm. For more information,
please call Alexandra Scovel at
777-9106.
Sodexo at THE NATIONAL
ADVOCACY CENTER is now
accepting applications for a Parttime Front Desk Clerk/Full-Time
Cook. Qualified applicants must be
able to work a flexible schedule,
including some weekends. Most
holidays off!
Apply in person, Mon-Wed
9:30a-11:30a and 1:30p-3:30p
1600 Hampton Street ANNEX,
Suite 310
Columbia, SC 29201
All applicants must be able to
pass a background check and
drug test!!
EEO/a Drug Free Workplace
If student please attach class
schedule.

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury party
cruise. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

MISC
Reserved Parking: Pickens at
Blossom, $280 semester,
799-3452

LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Babysitter for 3 kids. ECE majors
preferred. 543-9922

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

@thegamecock
01/12/12

THE SCENE

TODAY
“TINKER TAILOR SOLDIER SPY”
2:30, 5:30 & 8:30 p.m., $6.50
students / $7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

FOLEY, LATENIGHTS, MAZES & MONSTERS
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASS
NIGHT FEAT. DIGITAL
RAPPORT AND MY FAT
RICHARD
9 p.m., $5 for guys / free
for girls
5 Points Pub,
2020 Devine St.

TOMORROW
SONS OF YOUNG,
HAWAIIAN SHIRT DAY,
BAMBOO FOREST
8:30 p.m., $5 over 21 /
$7 under 21
Conundrum Music
Hall, 626 Meeting St.

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

01/12/12

1 2 3 4

for 01/11/12

ACROSS
1 Mystery writer
Nevada
5 Penny proﬁle
8 “Tao Te Ching”
author
14 1986 Nobelist
Wiesel
15 China’s Chou En__
16 Fixed for all time
17 Treating again, as
an ankle injury
19 Take turns
20 With 56-Across,
pair named in a
puppy-love
rhyme that ends
with the circled
letters
22 Farmer’s __
23 QB’s dread
24 Government
IOUs
26 Getting on
29 Drain-clearing
chemical
30 “Are not!” retort
33 Bug-eyed toon
34 OPEC member
36 Shove off
39 More of the
rhyme
41 More of the
rhyme
42 Micronesia’s
region
43 Rocky peak
44 1930s power
prog.
45 Standard
46 Scotland’s
longest river
48 Cleveland
Indians legend Al
50 Promo
53 Sloth, for one
54 Punch line?
56 See 20-Across
61 Oh-so-stylish
63 Not very potent
potable
64 Assateague
denizens
65 River that rises
in the Bernese
Alps
66 Bone used in
pronation
67 Yarn units
68 Word with run or
jump
69 Nutmeg-ﬂavored
drinks

DOWN
1 Glacier
breakaway
2 A or Jay, e.g.
3 Funny Rudner
4 Transfer to
memory, as data
5 Top-tier invitees
6 Judge’s seat
7 Mercury’s atomic
number
8 “Vive __!”
9 Any of the
Marshall Islands
10 Mo. for leafpeeping
11 “Yeow!”
12 __ precedent
13 Place that means
“delight” in
Hebrew
18 Black-and-white
critter
21 “The Biggest
Loser” concern
25 Go the distance
26 Bad lighting?
27 Insurance
company
founded in 1936
for government
employees
28 Weave together
29 Named
beneﬁciary
31 It won’t hold

Solutions from 01/11/12

water
32 Fat substitute
35 Singer DiFranco
37 David Byrne
collaborator
38 Slowpoke
40 Rein in
47 Hippodromes
49 How Sloppy Joes
are served
51 Far from ruddy
52 __ chard
53 Emmy-winning
Lewis
54 General MDs, to
insurers

55 “Aw, what the
heck, let’s!”
57 Shipbuilder’s
wood
58 Move, in
brokerese
59 1% of a cool mil
60 Madrid Mmes.
62 VI x XVII
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Campbell honors fallen friends
USC offensive
lineman has a
changed outlook
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Ter rence Ca mpbel l has
always loved winning.
T he si x t h-yea r sen ior
offensive lineman was always
the first and last player to the
trophies in the Gamecocks’
11-w in season. Even af ter
breaking his fibula against
Clemson , Campbell carried
the Hardee’s Trophy to the
fans because he believes they’ve
been apart of the team’s success
in the school’s first 11-win
season. He did the same with
the trophy the Gamecocks
won in the Capital One Bowl,
even though his leg kept him
out of the game.
A f t e r a l l of t he lo s s e s
Campbell has suf fered, it
should come as no surprise as
to why he savors the wins.
DeA ndre Adams. Kenny
McKinley. Jonathan Brooks.
Tracy White. Campbell thinks
about his four friends every day
and refuses to forget. Their
obituaries hang in his room.
The losses
Campbell g rew up w it h
Adams, McKinley, White and
Brooks in Austell, Ga., where
they all played football and
basketball together in middle
school.
Adams focused more on
basketball when he got to high
school, getting a scholarship to
play at Winthrop University.
He was competing in a summer
league in Atlanta in May 2007,
and after dropping off one of
his Winthrop teammates, his
car left the road, flipped and
hit a tree.
“Once he went into a coma,
we thought he was doing better
and healing up,” Campbell
said. “We t hought he was
going to wake up, but the next
day, he just passed away. He
was just gone. It was a tragedy
and not what you expected,
especially for a young man who
was as dedicated and worked as
hard as him.”
Three years later, the death
of Adams couldn’t even prepare
him for the greatest trial of his
life — the loss of someone he
considered a brother.
W hen McK inley and
Campbell bot h came to

USC to play football, their
bond strengthened. Nothing
changed when McK inley, a
former star wide receiver for
the Gamecocks, was drafted by
the Denver Broncos, as the two
continued to talk every day.
McKinley visited Campbell
at USC for the Georgia game
in 2010, during which he was
on injured reserve for a knee
injury.
“It was just the same ol’
Kenny,” Campbell said. “I
didn’t see anything different.
I knew he was down and out
becau se he was hu r t , but
I didn’t see nothing that he
would do something like that.
He loved life.”
Campbell will never
forget the day McKinley was
found dead in his home of an
apparent suicide on Sept. 21,
2010, just a week after he’d
visited Campbell in Columbia.
“We had just got done with
practice, and we were about
to do our sprints,” Campbell
said. “I was taking my stuff off
and I felt somebody looking
at me, and I asked [director
of football operations Jamie
Speronis] what he was looking
at me for. I asked him what
was wrong, and he told me
they found Kenny dead. I was
like, ‘Kenny who? Who are
you talking about?’ They said
McKinley, and I was like no. I
just left the field. I went to my
car, and I had 30 text messages
and 20 missed calls — just
something outrageous.”
White died in March 2011
and Brooks just months later
in May, both shot. The deaths
continued to hurt Campbell,
but not h i ng compa red to
the loss he’d suffered with
the passing of McKinley. It
made football challenging, as
he struggled both on the field
and in his relationships with
his teammates, though they
understood his pain.
“I was depressed,” Campbell
said. “I’m always a happy
person and upbeat, but I was
depressed. I wasn’t talking. It
was just shocking. I’d never lost
someone that close to me.”
The wins
After only starting in two
games in 2010, Campbell came
into the 2011 season with a new
attitude, seeing the death of
McKinley in a new light.
“It was a lot different for
me,” Campbell said. “I went
into this year with a stronger

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Terrence Campbell has lost four childhood friends since 2007, but he’s honoring them with a new attitude.
mind-set. I went into t his
year with instead of me being
depressed and down and out
about [McKinley] being gone,
I went into this year with him
on my back and w it h him
covering for me. We’re going
to get it. He’s still here, and
we’re still going to live out our
dreams.”
On an offensive line that
suffered injury and change
t h roughout t he season,
Campbell was t he anchor,
named a captain for the season.
Campbell’s leg wasn’t healthy
in time for the bowl game, but
he’s learned not to sweat the
small stuff anymore.
“Kenny’s death hurt me so
much, but at the same time,
it opened my eyes so much,”
Campbell said. “It hurt me
so much to know that I lost
my brother, a friend, a family
member, somebody who truly

cared for me — I can’t explain
the things that Kenny would
do for me. I can’t put it into
words the things he would help
me with. When I first got hurt
when I came to USC, he came
to visit me in the hospital. I
would cry, and he would cry
because I was hurt. You can’t
replace that kind of stuff.”
The dreams
Campbell visits McKinley’s
grave whenever he’s home
in Georgia. Brooks’ grave
site is next to McKinley’s, so
Campbell visits them both at
the same time. Depending how
long it’s been since his last visit,
Campbell will change out the
flowers on McKinley’s site or
clean the headstone for Brooks.
“I talk to them just like I
would talk to my homeboys
here,” Campbell said. “I try
and tell them what’s going

on a nd ever y t h i ng t hat ’s
happening. It’s just like they’re
still here. I just ask to them to
keep watching over me and
keep being with me.”
Campbell won’t forget and
he wants others to remember.
He made several tributes to
his fallen friends on Twitter
by creating avatars for them.
If Campbell is successful in
the NFL, he wants to start
charities for the friends he’s
lost.
“They really pushed me
to the point I’m at today,”
Campbell said. “I want to keep
their names alive because they
deserve that. They’re just as
much a part of me as anyone
else.”
And who says you can’t win
for losing?
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Women’s basketball travels to LSU Butler to
Gamecocks focusing
on one game at a time

Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Senior forward Charenee Stephens
didn’t have much to say when she
found out the South Carolina women’s
basketball team was ranked No. 24 by
the Associated Press for the first time
all season.
“I got a text message saying we were
No. 24, and I was just like, ‘Oh, well
that’s good,’” Stephens said. “We go
hard every day. It really doesn’t matter.
In this spot and at this point, we really
have a target on our backs.”
The Gamecocks will look to keep
that momentum as they play LSU in
what will be a defensive duel, as USC
is the second-ranked defense in the
nation, while the Tigers are No. 3.
“We both hold our opponents to 45
points,” said USC coach Dawn Staley.
“It’s going to be a race to 50. I think
whatever defense holds up is probably
going to win the game. For us, we’re
hoping to have our offense catch up to
our defense.”
A key for the Gamecocks will be
defending LSU’s LaSondra Barrett,
a sen ior for ward who has t hree
consecutive years on the All-SEC
team . For Stephens, being pitted
against Barrett is nothing new.
“I’ve been playing her my whole
career,” Stephens said. “She’s been
getting better and better.”
If the Gamecock offense catches
up to the defense, it will be behind
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Senior forward Charenee Stephens is
averaging 5.3 points per game this season.
freshman Aleighsa Welch, who leads
the SEC in field goal percentage ,
shooting 66.3 percent on the season.
Just as the Gamecocks haven’t put
much thought into anything outside
of prepa rat ion for LSU, Welch
hasn’t focused on her individual
achievement.
“I try not to look at the stats or
anything like that,” Welch said. “I
just take the best possible shot to put
my team in the best possible position,
and if it’s a high-percentage shot, then
that’s what we want.”
Welch, who comes off the bench, is
a testament to how USC has been able

to find success this season.
“It’s probably t he single most
important reason why we’re able to be
successful,” Staley said of the team’s
depth. “Because of our depth, we have
a lot of players that can come in and
do a lot of things for us on both sides
of the ball, but mainly defensively.
They’re able to either keep up the
intensity level or raise it, so I think
we’re in a good position when it comes
to that, and we’ve got people who can
score coming off the bench. I think
the bench is outproducing our starters
when it comes to offensive output.”
For USC, another challenge will be
not looking ahead to what the season
could become, especially with No. 9
Kentucky looming on Sunday.
“A ny t i me someone a sk s me,
‘Who do you have in this month?’
or something, I really don’t know,”
Stephens said. “I know who we play
on Thursday. That’s how we take it;
we take it one game at a time. We like
to have that time to prepare and really
know who we’re going up against.”
For Welch, focusing on only the
game ahead could be what makes or
breaks the season.
“I t hink t hat gett ing ahead of
ourselves is what could be the downfall
of our team,” Welch said. “Even with
the coaches, they only stress just the
next upcoming game. We don’t look
past it. We don’t look through it. We
don’t underestimate any team. We
stress the game that we’ve got next.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Penn State
Special teams coach
no longer on USC staff
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina special teams coach
John Butler is no longer on the football
coaching staff, according to a USC
spokesman. Multiple media outlets are
reporting that Butler has been hired
at Penn State as part of coach Bill
O’Brien’s staff.
Butler, a Philadelphia native, has
only been with the Gamecock staff
for one season , coaching the spur
linebacker position along with the
special teams unit . Under Butler,
senior spur Antonio Allen garnered
second-team All-America and All-SEC
honors. The special teams unit also
tallied 16 points and kicker Jay Wooten
made seven of his 11 attempted field
goals, with a long of 49 yards.
Prior to coming to USC, Butler
spent four seasons as the linebackers
coach and special teams coordinator
at the University of Minnesota, with
a short stint as a defensive assistant
with the Houston Texans in between
his position with the Gophers and the
Gamecocks.

Comments on this story?
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